
Course Code: SS-817 

Course Title: Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism 

Credit Hours: 3                                                                     

Course Objectives 

To offer insights into the current debates and controversies around the subject, 

providing a solid grasp of the growth of the phenomena, its political context and, 

most importantly, delivering a thorough examination of the evolving terrorist 

organizations and the latest counter-terrorism measures 

Learning Outcomes: 

The course presents an opportunity to: 

 Analyze a range of causes of terrorism and violent extremism (structural 

determinants in particular); 

 Demonstrate a historical familiarity with the origins and uses of terrorism 

and its re-emergence at different spatial-temporal settings; 

 Demonstrate a critical awareness of the key concepts and attempts to 

theorize terrorism and counter-terrorism, most especially in the modern 

period; 

 Comprehend, as IR and Strategic analysts, the need to contextualize 

terrorism so that both an intellectual understanding and sound policy 

advice might emerge; 

 Reflect critically on arrangements conducted in the name of counter-

terrorism which are currently at the core of national security in general and 

numerous wars and/or interventions more particularly. 

Course Contents  

The list of topics aimed to be covered in this module is as follows:  

 Debates and disagreements over defining terrorism  

 Typology and strategies of terrorism  

 Root causes and factors contributing to terrorism  

 Terrorism without borders – internationalization or renationalization of 

terrorism  

 Actors in terrorism  



 Associated transnational challenges and their policy implications  

 Future of terrorism  

 Discursive construction of different ideas and themes in the perspective of‎‎

‘raw‎  on‎‎rowwew’‎ 

 Cost-benefit analysis of the counter terrorism operations  

 International counter terrorism legal framework  

 Criminal justice responses to terrorism  

 Legal and ethical issues concerning counter-terrorism operations and 

policies.  

 Different counter terrorism approaches (soft and hard measures)  

 Victims of terrorism  

 Relationship between organized crime and terrorism  

 Case studies of terrorist organizations (Al-Qaeda, ISIS, Al-Shabaab etc.)  

 Contemporary issues 

Proposed/ Revised contents  

1- Debates and disagreements over defining terrorism  

2- Typology and strategies of terrorism  

3- Root causes and factors contributing to terrorism  

4- Terrorism without borders – internationalization or renationalization of 

terrorism  

5- Terrorism and Emerging Technologies 

6- Associated transnational challenges and their policy implications  

7- Climate Change and Terrorism  

8- The Role of Ideology and Online Radicalization 

9- Deradicalization and Disengagement Programs 

10- Taliban rule in Afghanistan in the post-2021 era and its implications for the 

regional states 

11- Discursive construction of different ideas and themes in the perspective of‎‎

‘raw‎  on‎‎rowwew’‎ 

12- Cost-benefit analysis of the counter terrorism operations  

13- International counter terrorism legal framework  

14- Criminal justice responses to terrorism  

15- Legal and ethical issues concerning counter-terrorism operations and 



policies.  

16- Different counter terrorism approaches (soft and hard measures)  

17- Victims of terrorism  

18- Relationship between organized crime and terrorism  

19- Case studies of terrorist organizations (Al-Qaeda, ISIS, Al-Shabaab etc.) 

  

Nature of Assessment 

Nature of 

Examination 

Duration Frequency Weighting 

(%age) 

End semester 

examination 

3 hours 1 30 – 50 

Mid Term 2 hours 1 15 – 25 

Quizzes - Minimum: 3 05 – 15 

Class 

Participation 

- - 0 – 5* 

Assignments / 

Project(s) / Case 

Studies 

Own time - 10 – 40 

*Shall be allocated only if there are no case studies. 
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